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JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 A study of the juvenile justice process. Topics include specialized juvenile law, role of the 
juvenile courts, role of police agencies, role of correctional agencies, and theories concerning 
delinquency. This course provides an introductory study of juvenile justice in the United States. It 
will acquaint the student with the history and philosophy of juvenile justice, the various agencies 
that comprise the juvenile justice system, and the various roles of agencies comprising the juvenile 
justice system. This course will focus on the current issues involving juveniles, needs of the 
system and society, and explore theories developed concerning juvenile justice. 
 
TEXT – current required textbook information  
 
COURSE GOALS/ OBJECTIVES: 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will: 
• discuss the history of juvenile justice; 
• differentiate juvenile from adult criminal procedure; 
• define terms specific to juvenile justice; 
• discuss characteristics of juvenile offenders; 
• explain the role of juvenile courts; 
• explain the process of detaining, processing, and adjudicating juvenile offenders; 
• discuss the relationship between police and juveniles; 
• explain the role of diversion in juvenile proceedings; 
• explain various theories of causation of crime; 
• discuss alternative sentences available to juvenile courts; 
discuss the role of juvenile correctional facilities 
 
PARTICIPATION STATEMENT 
Students must dedicate themselves to learning while in college. You should follow the syllabus, 
read each chapter before it is discussed in class, and use effective study techniques (e.g. note 
taking, outlining the text, flash cards; study groups) to improve chances for success. Additional 
time is required for preparing for examinations and completing assignments. Attendance is 
important in all classes; a grade is given for attendance and participation. Students are encouraged 
to ask questions and, if necessary, meet with the instructor during office hours for additional help.  
 
Portable cellular phones, beepers, and similar devices are disruptive to the class, and you are 
encouraged NOT to bring them into the classroom. If you do bring them to class, please make 
sure they are turned off. Should they become a nuisance, you will be asked to remove them from 
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the classroom. You may bring beverages into the classroom, but may not eat during class or wear 
hats in the classroom. You are expected to be on time, and remain in class until the end. Coming 
late and leaving early will affect your participation grade.  
Students missing a major examination must make up the examination before the next class. Make-
up examinations may be the same as, or different from, the examination given in class. Make-up 
examinations will cover the same material as the scheduled examination. Failure to make up an 
examination within the specified time will result in a grade of zero for the missed exam. Students 
missing class are responsible for finding out what was missed and getting the notes from another 
student. The instructor reserves the right to give quizzes, announced or unannounced, at any time. 
There is no opportunity to make up quizzes that are missed. Final exams are not given early or 
late.  
 
For Online courses, students MUST actively participate by completing an academic assignment by 
the official census date. Students who do not do so, will be dropped from the course. 
 
Notice: The instructor cannot drop students who stop attending or have an excessive number of 
absences. Missed work will be graded as zero and averaged into the final grade. It is your 
responsibility to drop a class if you no longer plan to attend and complete the semester. Check the 
Midland College catalog for last day to drop. 
 
EVALUATION OF STUDENTS: 
Major examinations        50 % of semester grade 
Writing and Chapter Assignments    40 % of semester grade 
Student participation/preparation          10 % of semester grade  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 
For more information on the course schedule, please reference Canvas. Students will also find 
more detailed information on the required assignments in Canvas. 
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) STATEMENT 
MIDLAND COLLEGE PROVIDES SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES THROUGH STUDENT 
SERVICES. IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ACCOMMODATIONS, STUDENTS MUST VISIT MIDLAND COLLEGE 
ACCOMMODATION SERVICES AND COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FOR ACCOMMODATION SERVICES 
LOCATED UNDER THE APPLY FOR ACCOMMODATIONS TAB. SERVICES OR ACCOMMODATIONS ARE 
NOT AUTOMATIC, EACH STUDENT MUST APPLY AND BE APPROVED TO RECEIVE THEM. ALL 
DOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED WILL BE REVIEWED AND A “NOTICE OF ACCOMMODATIONS” LETTER 
WILL BE SENT TO INSTRUCTORS OUTLINING ANY REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS. 
STUDENT GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS 
THE GOAL OF MIDLAND COLLEGE IS TO HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR EDUCATIONAL GOALS.  
STUDENTS HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, STUDENT RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES 
SECTION OF THE MIDLAND COLLEGE CATALOG. 
 
NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

http://www.midland.edu/accommodation
http://www.midland.edu/accommodation
http://catalog.midland.edu/content.php?catoid=11&navoid=1889
http://catalog.midland.edu/content.php?catoid=11&navoid=1889
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MIDLAND COLLEGE DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, 
SEX, DISABILITY OR AGE IN ITS PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES. THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS HAVE 
BEEN DESIGNATED TO HANDLE INQUIRIES REGARDING THE NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICIES: 
 
TANA BAKER 
TITLE IX/504 COORDINATOR AND COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
3600 N. GARFIELD, SSC 242 
MIDLAND, TX 79705 
(432) 685-4781 
TBAKER@MIDLAND.EDU  
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION, VISIT THE OFFICE OF CIVIL 
RIGHTS WEBSITE  FOR THE ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF THE OFFICE THAT SERVES YOUR AREA 
OR CALL 1-800-421-3481. 
 
 

mailto:tbaker@midland.edu
https://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm
https://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm

